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August 1, 2014
Dear Senator Bartolomeo and Representative Urban:

As Ranking Member of the Committee on Children, I am writing to you to request a public
hearing to review the results of the Child Fatality Review Report, released by the Office of the
Child Advocate yesterday.

The report, as you know, identified 24 infant and toddler deaths among families with DCF
involvement. The review also discussed recommendations to prevent future deaths. This
included a recommendation to hold an annual public hearing on child fatalities, including a
focused discussion on infant-toddler deaths.

I agree with this recommendation and feel strongly that a public hearing is needed to improve
transparency and open the dialogue between DCF, lawmakers, child advocates and community
members.

Everyone needs to have a seat at the table when it comes to the safety of children. Legislators
need to understand the short and long term needs of caseworkers and child advocacy officials.




Caseworkers need to understand what policies would most benefit families. A hearing would
allow us to better understand what is being done and what still needs to be done to put an end to
these serious and devastating events.

I thank you both for considering my request. | agree with the report’s recommendation to hold a
public hearing on child fatalities and 1 appreciate you considering this recommendation as well.

State Senator Art Linares (R-33}
Ranking Member of the Connecticut General Assembly’s Committee on Children



